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On Courage... “We can easily forgive a child who is afraid of the dark; the real tragedy
of life is when men are afraid of the light.” — Plato

On Beauty... “The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even
touched. They must be felt within the heart.” — Helen Keller

On Democracy... “America did not invent human rights. In a very real sense...human rights
invented America.” — Jimmy Carter

Innovative Fountain of Words is Centerpiece of Grand Hall

Through a stunning combination of art, architecture and technology, the Hall of Ideas at
The Mary Baker Eddy Library® celebrates the great ideas that have inspired individuals and
transformed society. Originally built in 1934, this neoclassical hall has been transformed
into a grand public space. The centerpiece of the Hall is a unique sculptural fountain
commissioned by the Library. Created by renowned artist Howard Ben Tré in collaboration
with media designer David Small, the fountain is a compelling fusion of art and technology
that showcases ideas that have shaped history. More than 800 quotes from great thinkers
emerge from the fountain; each addresses a theme such as democracy, courage, equality,
community, freedom, hope, and spirituality. Visitors of all ages are captivated by the con-
tent and form of the unique installation.

Fountain designed to inspire and engage

Ben Tré’s vision for the bronze and glass sculpture was to create a work that would bring
individuals together. Serving as a focal point and a gathering place in the Hall of Ideas, the
fountain “forges a sense of community through messages,” says Ben Tré. Notches in the
sculpture’s glass elements break its hard lines, inviting visitors to approach the water and
engage with the sculpture and the quotes. By encouraging interaction, the fountain works
to establish a community of people who are brought together by art and words.

Using state-of-the-art computer programming and sensing technology, David Small’s
installation projects words and letters into the fountain, where they appear to bubble up
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from the center and flow outwards to the rim, gravitating toward observers. The quotes then
spill onto the floor, dissolve into single words, and undulate across the Hall, ultimately
re-forming on large scrims hanging in archways. Small explained that “the goal is for the
technology to be as invisible as possible. It should work to directly engage the viewer in
the universality of these ideas that recur throughout history.”

Hall serves as concert venue, theater, classroom, and more

The size and technological capabilities of the Hall make it an ideal space for lectures,
performances, and more. Visiting school groups are invited to explore the Hall of Ideas
with the help of specially developed curriculum programs, as children reflect on and to
write about how the great thoughts that flow from the fountain have shaped history. The
Hall also hosts holiday celebrations, musical performances, and panel discussions.

About the Artists

Howard Ben Tré is internationally recognized for his unique sculptures and large-scale
works of art for public and private spaces. His work is part of more than 85 museums and
public collections worldwide, including the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Museum
of Fine Arts, Boston. A pioneer in the use of cast glass as sculptural medium, Ben Tré has
public commissions including the award-winning installation of fountains and seating for
Post Office Square Park in Boston.

David Small was awarded his PhD from the MIT Media Lab, where his research focused

on the display and manipulation of complex visual information. In 1999, Dr. Small formed
Small Design Firm, Inc. of Cambridge, Massachusetts, where he continues his innovative
work in interaction and digital design and the visual arts. His work has been shown at
institutions such as the Cooper-Hewitt National Design Museum, MOMA, and The Muse-
um of Science and Industry (Chicago). His work was also exhibited as part of Boston’s 2003
citywide Words on Fire festival.
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