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Lady Astor Lvaluates Russia
In Terms of What It Once Was

Despotism and T'yranny of Present Régime Merely
Continue Old Phases—Opportunity Seen for
Establishment of Genuine’ Christianity

Spectal from The Christlan Science Monitor Burcan

LLONDON—“We have been to
new world—a world turned upside
down and & world brimming over
with now ldeas which are bound to
have thelr effect on Western clvi-
lization as wo know it,” said Lady
Astor In an excluslve interview with
a representative of 'T'he Christian
Scienca Monitor on her return from
her recent fortnight's vislt 1o
Russln In company wilth Viscount
Astor, Mr, G. Beinard Shaw and
the Marquis of Lothian,

“To undeistand modern; Russla,”
Lady Astor sald, “you must con-
stantly bear in mind old Russia, with
its autocratic government, lts peri-
odleal peasant risings, the tevolu-
tlon of 1005, attempt at free speech
ending in Siberia, 80 per cent of its
people unable to read or write, and
a church hitched to authorlly, full
of superstition and vain symbols
.+« the whdle time cut off from the
rest of the clvilized world, That was
Russla in 1922, Remember all this
and then you will maivel at what it
has done.

“There §s no doubt about the ‘tyr-
anny' whereby the new dispensa-
tion is being ushered in, The ruling
caste 1s making a deliberate attempt
to butn into the national consclous-
ness dogmns which obliterate the in-
dividual personality and many of
the things that we in the West hold
most cear, But let Soviet Russia’s
critles get a proper perspective,

“I's no use simply applylng the
standards of the moie or less com~
forlable classes in the home countiy,
The dominance of the proletaviat is
not a mere phrase. The comparison
must be with what went on before,
Pie-war Russia was a countiy with
80 per cent of its population iliter-
ate, a coumtiy endowed with plenty
of natural 1iches, yet, as the World
War showed us, the worst cquipped
in the woild.

Despotism Not New

“This despotism may seem shock-
ing to us. It doesn't scem s0 at all
to the Russians, who have never
known any other 1égime bhut a 1uth-
less autocracy. We've got Lo 1emems-
ber that. And up to 1861 the mnss
of the peasantiy weie serfs, What
I mean Is that the Russian society
must be judged not according to
modein ideas at all but according
to medieval conceptions.

“It’s as i the vast semi-Asiatic
continent were on the thieshold of
‘clviliration’ ns we know it, and ils
leaders, seemg and knowing fiom
bitter eapeiience how much selfish-
ness has come bhetween man and
man and maned social 1elations, 1t
Is as if it were' Jooking well hefore
leaping, Insisting on a cast-iron
present  diseipbne  for  humanity's
sake in the future.

“It's not pleasant, the sense of
oppiession which is In the ali—
evely now and then even the foicign
visitor gets the feeling of intimida-
tlon—but in Rus<ia it’s nothing new,
Many of the present 1ulers, of course,
were imprisoned  for political of-
frnses under the Tsarist 1ézime,
You might have thought that (helr
conspicuous idealism would presetve

them from applying the selfsame
methods of represston to thelr op-
ponents,

“But no, they have no conception
of tolerance. If you remonstrate
with them for having learned noth-
ing, ns I dld, you only get one
answer, ‘Al, but you sco this new
order which wo are building up Is
right, and fust, and true, so the
transgressor must bo punished.! A
typleal medleval attitudet”

Religious Attlindo Assessed

Asked what effect the repudiation
of all that Is understood by 1eliglon
was having on the new gencration
of Russlang, Lady Astor replled:
"Russin_doesn’t seem to me lo be
godless. T eannot pretend to he happy
about o soclely where those In au-
thority aro deliberately trying to dry
up the springs of religlon. At the
same timo I must spy that tho old
‘religlon’ of Russia rLnd to he de-
stroyed If ever true Christfinity were
to make its way there, N
* “We In the West cannob concelive
how hidebound and negative the re-
llgious traditlon was 1n Russia. The
old natlonal church, the whole cc-
cleslasticnl power, was placed at the
sevvice of the Tsarist slate to pe-
seive the worldly privileges of“ the
few, without a care for the appalling
living conditions of {ho many.

"That Russian Orthodox Church
did not, ns the churches we kuow fn
Europe and America try to do, exert
itself 1o supply any impetus what-
soever for social, yeform—quite the
contrary. Do you wonder that the
people 1espond readlly .to the anti«
‘religlon’ glogans?

“As for the nutocratle conceptlon
of soclal discipline which was such
n notable feature of the Russlan
church as an institution, it has
simply been taken into the secular
flekd, The Communist Party s the
church militant, the membeis of
the Third Internatlonale aia the
prophets and priests,

“Medicvallsts, according lo owr
fdeas, standing on the threshold of
Westein civilizatlon, as they feel
themselves, the party elders 1ecog-
nize no devintion from the corpus of
Marxian doctrine as interpreted by
Lenine; the unbeliever is simply a
heretic to be punished for hls back-

sliding, n danger Lo tho. community
who must e ruthlessly suppressed.”

"Nevertheless,” tLndy  Astor con-
cliided, chposing her words care-
fully, “I see n chabge coming over
thils Russlan aocloti/ in.the not very
distant  future  whigh will make
thom ripo for the secd ofin genuino
Chrlstian religlon—which they have'
nover known, Thero {8 a wonderful
chance for the spread of the truth,
and §b 3s up to*all of us who are
striving for the ‘helterment of hu-
manity to help ow that process.”

Bupervision of Children

Lady Astor was asked what she
thought of the general appearance
of the people nnd especlally the chil-
dren. “About tho children? well, it
18 not so much what they have done,
but what they mean to do, or at
least, want to do, that impressed me,
They are trylng to clean up the
children and take care of them from
habyhood to old nge. When you sce
tho old villages, the overcrowding,
you renlize what a problem they
have before them, There s some-
thing pitiful about Russin, and If
yott love children you have n great
tonging to help them. The schools
were closed k0 wo did not see them.
Thelr camps arve primltive and I
gather still nol too plentiful,

“Fho people look healthy, We saw
vory few old people. I belleve in
Russin 1t 15 & caso of the survival of
the fittest., We asked' them what
they did with the aged and infiym,
but they sald that thoy were taken
eare of, It i5 ceftpinly no placo for
old people,

“There 15 r ruthlqssncﬁvs about the
whole atmosphere, aad you can't
lelp wondering If mercy will felurn
with justice, To our ideas there Is
neither merey nor Justice, but I
helleve they hope to work up to
both'in this new fashion of thehs.

Steady Grist of Propaganda

“We were there such a short time
and really saw very little, bul we
saw enough to realize that Russia
is not Immediately concerned wilh
making & world revolution. It has Its
hands full in managing its own rev-
olution. It rveally fears attacks from
without and with vivid memorles of
1018-21, foreign Interventiof, It con-
ducts propaganda all (ay long to
its own people.

“They are taught of the nlleged
horiois of capilalism and capitalisi
countries, I saw, for example, a ‘text’
written up at a chlldren’s rest camp,
“We protest agalnst Negro lynching
in Amerfca”” I asked them whal
they would think if we put up the
following notice in schools in Amer-
fea: “Children prolest againsi po-
litleal prisoners in Russia belng
arrested and shot wilhout trial,” In
fact, T made what they call ‘a scene.’

“Trade with Russia, treat it like

ahy other countr{, hut don't try to
Inlerfere with s ways of doing
things, I am certain that that is
our best way of helping to light up
some of the dark.spols In Russia,
IL has much to learn from us, and
we have something to learn from it.
We In the West will never nccept
Communism ns we sce it in Russia,
and Russin wlil never accept capi«
tallsm as it sees it in the West,”
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