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Biographical Note
William P. McKenzie, 1861-1942

William P. (William Patrick) McKenzie (1861-1942) was born in Almonte, Ontario, Canada. In preparation for entering
the ministry, he attended Knox College and Upper Canada College in Toronto, before studying theology at Auburn
Seminary in Ohio. In 1890 he was ordained a Presbyterian minister, like his father Rev. William McKenzie.

While teaching English at the University of Rochester in 1891, William P. suffered a nervous breakdown and was
admitted to a sanitarium in Dansville, New York. There he met Daisette D. Stocking, who was visiting with her mother.
Daisette introduced William P. to Christian Science, which sparked his interest. His subsequent healing deepened his
commitment and his study of Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy.

After his discharge William P. traveled to Toronto, where Daisette was involved in establishing the new religion.

William P. resigned from his position at the University of Rochester, as well as from the ministry, joining the First Church
of Christ, Scientist (The Mother Church) in 1894. The following year Mary Baker Eddy invited both him and Daisette to
meet with her at her home, Pleasant View, in Concord, New Hampshire. She discussed her experiences in founding
Christian Science, answered her guests’ questions, and asked about their work in the Christian Science field. They
returned to Toronto with new energy, despite antagonism and persecution toward their faith.

In 1896 Eddy invited William P. to come to Boston and serve on her church’s Bible Lesson Committee that prepared
lessons for individual study and for reading at church services. In addition, he was asked to help organize a Christian
Science church in Cambridge, Massachusetts. That same year he was made a First Member of The Mother Church and
was elected as a member of the Christian Science Board of Home and Foreign Missions.



He was appointed a trustee of the Christian Science Publishing Society in 1898, serving for the next 19 years. He also
began 17 years of service on the Christian Science Board of Lectureship. Even with all those commitments, he served
on a committee working with Eddy on her Church Manual.

On August 20, 1898, Eddy directed William P. and his fellow trustees to publish a “weekly newspaper that would be for
the dignity of the Christian Science cause and for the good of the students.” Initially known as the Christian Science
Weekly, it was soon renamed the Christian Science Sentinel. On November 20, along with Daisette, William P. attended
Eddy’s last Normal class. As a trustee of the Publishing Society in 1899, he was a defendant in Josephine Woodbury’s
lawsuit against Eddy and other church officials, which was decided in their favor the following year.

William P. and Daisette married in August 1, 1901, fulfilling a long-cherished desire. During the same year, he was
elected First Reader of the First Church of Christ, Scientist, Cambridge and worked for Eddy with Edward A. Kimball on
a revision of Science and Health.

From 1895 to 1942 he was listed as a practitioner in The Christian Science Journal. While he conducted Primary class
instruction as early as 1911, the bulk of his teaching occured from 1917 until 1932, when he was elected to the Christian
Science Board of Directors.

Over the next forty years, William P. held various other roles in the church. He served as its president in 1899, 1906, and
1909. In 1908, while working for the Christian Science Publishing Society he received instruction from Eddy to create a
daily newspaper which became known as The Christian Science Monitor. He was Editor of the Christian Science
periodicals from 1917 to 1920. He rejoined the Publishing Society’s trustee board in 1922 for another ten-year period of
service. And he was a member of the Christian Science Board of Directors from 1932 until his death in 1942.

William P. frequently wrote articles for Christian Science publications. He also wrote poems, which were said to have
brought healing and comfort to many people. Seven of his poems were set to music and published in the 1932 edition of
the Christian Science Hymnal, for which he also wrote the Preface. His other published works include A Song of Trust,
and other thoughts in verse (1887); “Voices and Undertones, in song and poem” (1889); Songs of the Human (1892);
Heartsease Hymns (1901); and The Sower and Other Poems (1903).

Daisette D.S. McKenzie, 1864-1952

Daisette D.S. (Daisette Dudley Stocking) McKenzie (1864—1952) was born in Mansfield, Ohio in 1864. She first became
interested in Christian Science in 1887, when a nephew was healed through the prayers of General Erastus N. Bates, a
Christian Science practitioner in Chicago. Two years earlier Daisette and her sister, Leila Stocking Stone, had heard
that Christian Science had healed Bates, a relative and Civil War veteran, of serious war injuries. Stone attributed his
recovery to prayer, but not specifically to Christian Science. However, the 1887 healing of her own child through Bates’
ministrations convinced her and her sister to investigate the new religion.

They sought out Hannah Larminie of Chicago, asking her in an 1888 letter to travel to their home in Cleveland, Ohio, and
instruct them in Christian Science. Larminie accepted and taught two classes in Cleveland in 1888 and in 1889. The
students formed a Christian Science Association, which grew into First Church of Christ, Scientist, Cleveland.

Daisette became a member of The Mother Church in 1892. That same year she and three other Christian Scientists
started a second branch Christian Science church in Toronto, remaining there for four years. She served as a preacher
for the church’s Sunday services until 1894, when Eddy ordained the Bible and Science and Health as Pastor in The
Mother Church, and subsequently for all Christian Science branch churches. She and William P. McKenzie served as
readers there; she had interested him in Christian Science in 1891 and he had relocated in Toronto.

Daisette returned to Cleveland in 1896 and helped facilitate the building of a new edifice for the Christian Science
church in that city. She served a term as Second Reader and took an office for the public practice of Christian Science.
In 1898 she and William P. attended Normal class with Eddy. During several moves Daisette remained in
communication with William P. In 1901 she moved to Cambridge, Massachusetts, and the two got married. They had
one son, G. Guilford Stuart McKenzie.

Over the next 50 years, Daisette worked as a Christian Science practitioner. She wrote articles for the Christian Science
periodicals and served as President of The Mother Church (1943-1944). After her husband’s election to the Christian
Science Board of Directors, she began teaching Christian Science. Although both she and her husband held the
designation C.S.B. from their attendance at Eddy’s last class in 1898, the Church Manual allowed only one of them to
teach. Daisette continued to teach until her passing on October 17, 1952.



R. Tait (Robert Tait) McKenzie, 1867-1938

Robert Tait McKenzie (1867-1938) was a younger brother of William P. McKenzie and Agnes McKenzie. He attended
the Ottawa Collegiate Institute and McGill University in Montreal, where he received a Doctorate of Medicine in 1892. He
was a sculptor, physician, and professor of physical education at the University of Pennsylvania.

Agnes Edington McKenzie, 1863-1943

Agnes Edington McKenzie (1863-1943) was the eldest sibling of William P. McKenzie and R. Tait McKenzie. She
married George Gilbert Pritchard in 1915 and spent her adult life working as a supervisor of kindergartens in London,
Ontario.

Scope and Content Note

This collection documents the life of William P. McKenzie and Daisette D.S. McKenzie and their roles in The First
Church of Christ, Scientist. The William P. and Daisette D.S. McKenzie Papers include correspondence, personal
papers, and legal records. The collection is arranged at the folder and item level (when applicable). It has five series and
is primarily arranged chronologically within subseries:

Series |: Correspondence

Series II: William P. McKenzie Personal Papers
Series IlI: Daisette D.S. McKenzie Personal Papers
Series IV: Legal Papers

Series V: Agnes McKenzie “Mystic Album.”

Series |, Correspondence consists of six subseries. It is comprised primarily of letters written or received by William P. or
Daisette D.S. McKenzie. The letters are addressed to and written by various people, including William P’s brothers R.
Tait McKenzie and Bertram Stuart McKenzie; William P. and Daisette’s son, G. Stuart McKenzie; Mary Baker Eddy
biographers Hugh A. Studdert Kennedy and Lyman Powell; collector and author Gilbert C. Carpenter; and members of
The First Church of Christ, Scientist. In addition to letters, this series contains memos, telegrams, invitations, and
biographical information. It also includes Frances F. Thatcher’s reminiscence, “Some of the experiences of a student,
who had the privilege of serving our Leader’s home at Chestnut Hill,” and a newspaper clipping from the day William P.
and Daisette were married. Three letters in subseries C of this series are closed.

Subseries A, William P. McKenzie consists of letters that document his life as a member of The First Church of Christ,
Scientist. The correspondence depicts his different roles and responsibilities in the church over the span of 50 years. A
majority of the correspondence documents the years 1920 to 1925, the time of a major legal dispute between the
Christian Science Board of Directors and the Board of Trustees of the Christian Science Publishing Society. This conflict
caused William P. to resign as Editor of the religious periodicals on March 12, 1920. All materials after 1922 are general
correspondence between William P. and the Christian Science community.

Subseries B, Daisette D.S. McKenzie and Mary Baker Eddy contains drafts and copies of letters written by Daisette to
Mary Baker Eddy. Her sent versions of the letters can be found in Mary Baker Eddy Incoming Correspondence.

Subseries C, William P. McKenzie and Daisette D.S. McKenzie includes letters documenting their interrelated lives.
Their correspondence contains discussions on the topic of Christian Science.

Subseries D, William P. McKenzie and Family is comprised of letters that document his relationship with his family
between the years 1921 and 1934. The family often discussed day-to-day affairs, general wellness, activities, and other
members of the McKenzie family. The person most often mentioned in the letters is William P.’s sister, Agnes Edington
McKenzie.

Subseries E, Daisette D.S. McKenzie and members of The First Church of Christ, Scientist includes letters between
Daisette and various people in the Christian Science community.

Subseries F, Accounts regarding William P. and Daisette D.S. McKenzie consists of letters and enclosed documents
that contain biographical information on William P. and Daisette. The materials document their experiences with The
First Church of Christ, Scientist, from the perspective of people who knew them.

Series I, William P. McKenzie Papers is made up of four subseries. It consists of various records that are not
correspondence and were owned by William P. Materials within this series include notes, biographical materials, poetry
and sheet music, and lectures.



Subseries A, Notes consists of editorial notes, metaphysical and biblical research notes, general notes, and note
fragments written by William P.

Subseries B, Biographical Materials consists of general materials that document William P. McKenzie’s personal and
professional life. Materials is this subseries include a church membership card; a financial inventory journal of his
spending; pamphlets; invitations; newspaper clippings; address lists; Bible lessons; a plaque from New College
recognizing his distinction in the field of logic and metaphysics; and reminiscences related to his 1920 resignation from
The Christian Science Publishing Society. This subseries also includes William P.’s scrapbook. It is a compilation of
newspaper clippings that he collected and alphabetized, many from the Christian Science Monitor. Other materials
included in the scrapbook are poems and articles written by William P. and an obituary for his mother, Catherine
McKenzie.

Subseries C, Poetry and Sheet Music includes the sheet music “The Mother’s Evening Prayer” (LSC017.0002) owned
by William P. This series also includes his published poetry: Heartsease Hymns in two volumes, one bound in leather
(LSC017.0004 and LSC017.0005), and A Song of Trust (1887) (LSC017.0003).

Subseries D, Lectures consists of records pertaining to William P. as a Christian Science lecturer. The materials include
lecture notes, invitations, pamphlets, typed lectures, and a commencement address he gave in 1930 at The Principia
College.

Series lll, Daisette D.S. McKenzie Personal Papers consists of materials and records of Daisette D.S. McKenzie.
Materials in this collection include autograph albums (LSC017.SB01-LSC017.SB04); a scrapbook (LSC017.SB05); a
pocket dictionary (LSC017.0001); newspaper clippings; a manuscript titled “Uniformity in Studying the Bible;” a travel
journal; a postcard; envelopes; an invitation to a meeting of the General Association of Teachers; a statement about
General Erastus M. Bates; and notes on Christian Science.

Series IV, Legal Papers consists of circulars; Supreme Court records; records regarding the Deed of Trust; and general
legal records. The materials within this series correspond with court cases that The First Church of Christ, Scientist was
involved in between 1919 and 1925. Specific cases discussed in this series include Herbert W. Eustace Et. Al. vs. Lewis
L. Harney, Et. Al;, John V. Dittemore vs. Adam H. Dickey;, and James A. Neal, Edward A. Merritt, William R. Rathvon and
Annie M, Knott, and Daisy Lovering Krauthoff Et Al. vs. J. Weston Allen, as Attorney General Et. Al. The materials
include an affidavit signed by William P. in relation to Dittemore vs. Dickey Et. Al and court notes on William P’s
response and defense in Eustace vs. Harne.

Series V, Agnes McKenzie “Mystic Album” (LSC017.SB05) is an autograph album previously owned by William P.’s
older sister Agnes McKenzie and found among his papers. The album includes letters from women she lived with in the
Gertrude House in Chicago from 1904 to 1908. Gertrude House was the location of the Chicago Kindergarten Institute.
It housed over 60 women for training to work in settlement houses—philanthropies providing education, health care, and
food to immigrants and the poor. Many of the letters express the writers’ affection, friendship, and appreciation for
Agnes McKenzie. The album also includes letters with Bible verses; autographs; holiday greetings; attached postcards;
pressed flowers; and quotations.

Items separated from the collection and related collections

Mary Baker Eddy letters to Daisette D. S. McKenzie and William P. McKenzie have been removed from the McKenzie
Papers and cataloged in the Mary Baker Eddy Collection. The 165 letters were assigned item numbers including the
following:

L10533, L10601-L10621; L04847-L04877; L06982-L06986; L0O7009; L07319; L0O7320; L13017-L13076;
L13702-L13714; L14668-L14683; L15980-L15987.

Photographs have been transferred to the Mary Baker Eddy Library Historic Photograph Collection. Materials include
portraits of Daisette and William P. McKenzie, and images of branch churches. See P01294-P01299, P01301,
P01304-P01306.

Art and Artifacts were transferred to the Mary Baker Eddy Library Art & Artifact Collection.

An inscribed book was removed from the collection and cataloged separately in the Autographed and Inscribed Book
Collection (Bible, pocket sized, IBO099)

Books that came in with the collection were removed and cataloged elsewhere:
Whiting, Lilian. The World Beautiful.

Whiting, Lilian. After Her Death.

The Hymnal: With Tunes Old and New (2 copies)



Series |, Correspondence, 1892- 1952

Series Scope and Content Note

This series includes letters, telegrams, memos, postcards, biographical sketches and
newspaper clippings. This series is arranged into seven subseries. Each subseries is arranged
chronologically.

Subseries A, William P. McKenzie, Chronological, 1894-1947, n.d.

Series Scope and Content Note

Includes memos, telegrams, invitations, and letters between William P. McKenzie and members
of The First Church of Christ, Scientist. It also includes letters between William P. McKenzie and
authors who wrote biographies on Mary Baker Eddy. Authors include: Hugh A. Studdert,
Kennedy, Lyman Powell, and Gilbert C. Carpenter. Some materials are undated.

Box . Folder

Box 1

01.01-06 Chronological, 1894/09/24-1919/01/27

Box 2

02.01-06 Chronological, 1919/01/30-1920/03/21

Box 3

03.01-06 Chronological, 1920/03/22-1921/01/12

Box 4
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04.01-06 Chronological, 1921/01/13-1925/06/23

Box 5

05.01-06 Chronological, 1925/07/15-1939/12/24

Box 6

06.01-05 Chronological, 1940/01/19-1942/06/24, n.d.

Subseries B, Daisette D.S. McKenzie and Mary Baker Eddy, 1892-1909, n.d.

Series Scope and Content Note

Includes drafts and copies of letters by Daisette D.S. McKenzie to Mary Baker Eddy. Some
materials are not dated.

Box . Folder

Box 7

07.01 Daisette D.S. McKenzie and Mary Baker Eddy, 1892-1909, n.d.

Subseries C, William P. McKenzie and Daisette D.S. McKenzie, 1895-1934, n.d.

Series Scope and Content Note

Includes letters between William P. McKenzie and Daisette D. S. McKenzie. Three letters in this
subseries are closed. Folders in this subseries are organized chronologically.

Box . Folder

Box 7

07.02-04 Chronological, 1895/04-1934/11, n.d.

Finding aid to the William P. and Daisette D.S. McKenzie Papers, LSC017 7/13



Subseries D, William P. McKenzie and Family, 1921-1934

Series Scope and Content Note

Includes letters between William P. McKenzie and his son G. Stuart McKenzie, his brother R.
Tait McKenzie, and his brother Bertram Stuart McKenzie. Folders in this subseries are
organized chronologically.

Box . Folder

Box 7

07.05-07 Chronological, 1921/03/16-1934/05/04

Subseries E, Daisette D.S. McKenzie and Members of The First Church of Christ,
Scientist, 1904-1952

Series Scope and Content Note

Includes a postcard, an invitation and letters between Daisette D.S. McKenzie and members of
The First Church of Christ, Scientist.

Box . Folder

Box 7

07.08 Daisette D.S. McKenzie and Members of The First Church of Christ, Scientist,
1904-1952

Subseries F, Accounts Regarding William P. and Daisette D.S. McKenzie,
1920-1945

Series Scope and Content Note

Includes biographical information on William P. McKenzie and a copy of Frances F. Thatcher
reminiscence discussing a dinner party at Mary Baker Eddy’s house, which was attended by
William P. and Daisette. The subseries also includes a newspaper clipping from the day that
William P. got married to Daisette.

Box . Folder

Box 7

07.09-10 Accounts Regarding William P. and Daisette D.S. McKenzie, 1920-1935
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Box 8

08.01-02 Accounts regarding William P. and Daisette D.S. McKenzie, 1935-1945, n.d.

Series Il, William P. McKenzie Personal Papers, 1885-1945

Series Scope and Content Note

Includes William P. McKenzie’s scrapbook, poetry, newspaper clippings, Bible lesson, general
notes, letter fragments, metaphysical and biblical research notes, editorials, editorial notes,
manuscripts, lectures, “Apples of God” published work, journal of inventories, recollections,
invitations, address list for Old Boys’ Association, addresses of Christian Science practitioners,
New College plaque for logic and metaphysics, two copies of Heartsease Hymns, and sheet
music. The sheet music is stored in a separate flat box (box 12).

Subseries A, Notes, 1896-1935, n.d.

Series Scope and Content Note

Includes various notes written by William P. McKenzie. The content of these notes pertain to
metaphysics and Christian Science.

Box . Folder

Box 8

08.03-05 Chronological, 1896-1935, n.d.

Subseries B, Biographical Materials, 1894-1938, n.d.

Series Scope and Content Note

Includes general materials that document William McKenzie’s personal and professional life.
Materials in this subseries include pamphlets; invitations; newspaper clippings; address lists;
Bible lessons; and a plaque from New College.

Box . Folder

Box 8

08.06-07 Chronological, 1894-1938, n.d.
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Box 9

09.01 Chronological, n.d.

Subseries C, Poetry and Sheet Music, 1897-1935, n.d.

Series Scope and Content Note

Includes sheet music for “The Mother’s Evening Prayer” and three books of published poems,
two copies of Heartsease Hymns and one copy of A Song of Trust.

Box . Folder

Box 9

09.02 Poetry and Sheet Music, 1901-1935

Box 12

Item: LSC017.0002. "The Mother's Evening Prayer". 1908. Sheet music given to
William P. McKenzie by William Lyman Johnson. The music was written by
Johnson and the words came from Mary Baker Eddy's poem "The Mother's
Evening Prayer". It was originally published in 1899 and was republished again
in 1908 by The Christian Science Publishing Society. The item has torn pages
and should be handled with care. 13.75" x 10.5".

Item: LSC017.0003. A Song of Trust and other Thoughts in Verse. 1887. A book
of poems written by William P. McKenzie that was published in Toronto by Hart &
Company. The book includes editorial markings made by William P. It also
includes a handwritten poem titled "Just a Thought". 5.5" x 5".

Item: LSC017.0004. Heartsease Hymns. 1901. A book of poems written by
William P. McKenzie that was published in Cambridge, MA. This item has
colored pages and is fragile. 8.25" x 6.5".

Item: LSC017.0005. Heartsease Hymns. 1901. A copy of William P. McKenzie's
book of poems. This item has non-colored pages and is bound in a leather cover.
8.5" x 6.75".

Subseries D, Lectures, 1889-1920

Series Scope and Content Note

Includes written lecture notes by William P. Also includes invitations to lectures presented by
members of the Christian Science community.

Box . Folder
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Box 9

09.03 Lectures, 1889-1930

Series lll, Daisette D.S. McKenzie Personal Papers, 1836-1904

Series Scope and Content Note

Includes autographed albums, a scrapbook, a pocket dictionary, newspaper clippings, a
manuscript, travel journal, a postcard, envelopes, an invitation to general association of
teachers, a statement about Erastus M. Bates, and notes on Christian Science. The
autographed albums, pocket diary and scrapbook are stored separately in box 10 and 11.
Autographed album LSC017.SB03 belonged to Daisette D.S. McKenzie’s mother Hannah A.
Dudley.

Box . Folder

Box 9

09.04 Daisette D.S. McKenzie Personal Papers, 1885-1904, n.d.

Box 10

Item: LSC017.0001. Daisette D.S. McKenzie Pocket Dictionary. 1880. This item
is an inscribed pocket dictionary that belonged to Daisette D.S. McKenzie. The
dictionary includes Daisette’s signature and an inscription written on the last
page. The inscription is a portion of Thomas Moore’s poem “The
Fire-Worshippers”. 5.25" x 4"

Item: LSC017.SB01. Daisette D.S. McKenzie Autographed Album. 1875-1878.
This item is an autographed album that belonged to Daisete D.S. McKenzie. The
album includes signatures and notes written to Daisy from her friends and
schoolmates in Cleveland, Ohio. Many of the notes include well wishes and
positive remembrances. 3" x 4.5".

Item: LSC017.SB02. Daisette D.S. McKenzie Autographed Album. 1882-1885.
This item is an autographed album that belonged to Daisette D.S. McKenzie. The
album includes signatures and notes written to Daisy from her friends. Many of
the signatures are from her friends that lived in various locations within the
United States and around the world. The locations include Rome, Paris,
Bohemia, New York, Chicago and Ohio. There are a few letters in this album that
are written in French. A majority of the notes discuss love and friendship and are
often filled with well wishes. 4.25" x 7".
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Item: LSC017.SB03. Daisette D.S. McKenzie Autographed Album. 1836-1844.
This item is an autographed album that belonged to Daisette D.S. McKenzie’s
mother Hannah A. Dudley. It includes signatures, notes and poems written to
Hannah A. Dudley from various people in her life. 5.25" x 6.5".

Box 11

Item: LSC017.SB05. Daisette D.S. McKenzie Scrapbook. 1885-1918, n.d.

This item is Daisette D.S. McKenzie's scrapbook. It consists of numerous
newspaper clippings and magazine articles that were collected by Daisette.
Topics discussed in these periodicals include The Spanish American War, the
role of women in society, and education. The scrapbook also includes clippings
from The Christian Science Monitor, Christian Science Sentinel, lessons from the
Christian Science Quarterly and handwritten items that pertain to the McKenzie
and Stocking family. This item is extremely fragile. It cannot be handled without
damage being done to the contents. Many of the pages are torn and chip easily.
13" x 9.5".

Series IV, Legal Papers, 1898-1938

Series Scope and Content Note

This series includes litigation papers (affidavits, letters, lists, Judicial Court proceedings,
memos), circulars, leaflets, meeting reports, papers relating to the Deed of Trust and a copy
of the Deed of Trust of The Christian Science Publishing Society. Most of the litigation
papers in this collection pertain to the Supreme Court Case Herbert W. Eustace Et. Al. vs.
Lewis L. Harney, Et. Al.

Box . Folder

Box 9

09.05-06 Circulars, 1919/05/23-1924/06/05

09.07 Supreme Court Records, 1919-1938, n.d.

09.08 Records Regarding the Deed of Trust, 1898-1920, n.d.
09.09 General Legal Records, 1918-1924, n.d.
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Series V, Agnes McKenzie "Mystic Album”, 1904-1908

Series Scope and Content Note

This album was owned by William P. McKenzie’s older sister Agnes McKenzie. It is a collection
of letters women Agnes lived with in the Gertrude House in Chicago. The Gertrude House was
the scene of operation for the Chicago Kindergarten Institute. It would house over 60 women
and train them in the field of social settlements. Many of the letters discuss feelings of affection,
friendship and appreciation towards Agnes McKenzie. The album also has letters with Bible
verses, autographs, holiday greetings, attached postcards, pressed flowers, and quotations.

Box . Folder
Box 10

Item: LSC017.SB04. Agnes McKenzie "Mystic Album". 1904-1908. The pages
of this album were folded into a triangle and are fragile. 8.5" x 7".
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